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Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


GENTLEMEN, 


I  herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report,  abbreviated  in  view 


of  existing  conditions 


SECTION  A 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area  of  District,  99,652  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  10,240. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  end  of  1941),  3,548, 

Rateable  value,  <£45,143. 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate,  £179  :  4  :  2. 


In  consequence  of  the  war,  employment  has  been  good  in 


the  greater  part  of  Weardale,  particularly  at  Wolsingham,  where  a 
number  of  women  are  now  employed  at  the  steelworks,  and  at  Stanhope 
and  Frosterley  where  the  limestone  quarries  have  been  busy.  Gannister 
quarrying  and  iron  ore  mining  have  been  brisk  in  upper  Weardale. 
The  continued  depression  in  the  lead  mining  industry  has  been  a 
disappointment,  and  this  has  hit  Rookhope  severely.  But  generally 
speaking  there  has  been  very  little  unemployment  with  so  many  of  the 
younger  men  absent  on  military  service.  There  are  still  a  considerable 
number  of  “unofficially”  evacuated  people  in  the  district  from  the 
dangerous  areas.  The  great  majority  of  the  earlier  “officially” 
evacuated  children  have  drifted  home. 

During  the  year  Stanhope  Castle  was  opened  as  an 
Approved  School  for  some  120  boys,  with  resident  staff.  Any  fears 
that  this  institution  might  prove  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  amenity  of 
Stanhope,  have,  I  think,  been  groundless. 


4. 


The  great  increase  in  arable  farming,  brought  about  by  war 
conditions,  has  considerably  altered  the  appearance  of  the  countryside, 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  District,  where  much  of  the  land  that  was 
formerly  meadow  and  pasture  has  been  ploughed  up  for  tillage. 

Vital  Statistics. 

BIRTHS. 


There  were  146  registered  births  : — 

Live  Births. 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

80 

58 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

Total 

85 

61 

Still  Births  numbered  6  :  — 

Legitimate 

5 

1 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

Total 

5 

1 

On  an  estimated  population  of  10,240,  this  gives  a  live 
birth-rate  of  14-2  per  1,000  population,  which  is  exactly  the  same  as 
the  average  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year. 

The  total  birth-rate  (live  and  still)  was  14-8  per  1,000 
population  which  is  practically  the  same  as  the  average  for  the  whole 
of  England  and  Wales. 

DEATHS. 

These  numbered  133. 

Male  74 

Female  59 

133 


This  figure  gives  a  death-rate  of  12  9  per  1,000  population. 
Strange  to  say,  this  is  also  exactly  the  average  death-rate  for  the  whole 
of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year. 

MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  for  the  fourth  year 
in  succession  there  has  not  been  a  single  death  from  puerperal  sepsis  or 
other  puerperal  cause.  This  speaks  well  for  the  efficiency  of  the 
midwifery  work  in  the  District.  The  average  maternal  death-rate  for 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  2-23  per  1,000  births. 
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INFANTILE  DEATHS  (under  1  year). 

* 

These  numbered  6,  equivalent  to  an  infantile  death-rate  of 
41  per  1,000  births,  which  is  fairly  satisfactory.  The  corresponding 
rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  59  per  1,000. 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 

These  numbered  15,  being  11  per  cent  of  all  the  deaths. 
Deaths  from  Measles  ...  ...  0. 

Deaths  from  Whooping-cough  ...  0. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2)  ...  0. 

In  my  opinion,  the  health  of  the  community  has  not 
materially  suffered  through  war  time  restrictions  or  unemployment. 


•4 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

- 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes 

74 

59 

1  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fever 

0 

0 

2  Cerebro  spinal  fever 

0 

1 

3  Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

4  Whooping  Cough  ... 

0 

0 

5  Diphtheria 

1 

1 

6  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

3 

2 

7  Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

0 

8  Syphilitic  diseases ... 

0 

0 

9  Influenza 

1 

0 

10  Measles 

0 

0 

11  Polio  myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 

0 

0 

12  Infantile  Encephalitis 

0 

0 

l«  )  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  &  oesophagus  (M) 

6  \  Cancer  of  uterus  (F) 

0 

0 

0 

1 

14  Cancer  oi  stomach  &  duodenum 

4 

1 

15  Cancer  of  breast 

1 

0 

16  Cancer  of  other  sites 

6 

2 

17  Diabetes 

1 

3 

18  In tra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

14 

10 

19  Heart  disease  ...  ... 

21 

14 

20  Other  circulatory  deseases 

3 

1 

21  Bronchitis 

0 

1 

22  Pneumonia 

1 

3 

23  Other  respiratory  diseases 

0 

0 

94  Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

1 

0 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

0 

0 

26  Appendicitis 

0 

0 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

0 

3 

28  Nephritis 

5 

3 

29  Puerperal  &  post-abortion  sepsis 

0 

0 

30  Other  maternal  causes 

0 

0 

31  Premature  birth 

2 

1 

32  Congen.  malformation,  birth  injury  and 
infantile  diseases 

2 

2 

33  Suicide 

1 

0 

34  Road  traffic  accidents 

0 

0 

35  Other  violent  causes 

0 

1 

36  All  other  causes 

6 

9 

Total 

74 

59 

7. 


Appended  are  the  birth-rates  and  death-rates  for  the 
preceeding  seven  years. 


Birth  rate  per 

Death-rate  per 

1,000  population. 

1,000  population. 

1934 

171 

12  9 

1935 

15  4 

131 

1936 

13-6 

151 

1937 

1 4  5 

’  141 

1938 

15-6 

141 

1939 

14-0 

13-9 

1940 

13  3 

16-6 

1941 

14-2 

12-9 

SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

MEDICAL. 

;  # 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time) 

JAS.  BANNERMAN,  m.b.  (edin.) 

•  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer  1 

Veneral  Diseases  Medical  Officer  I  Under 

School  Medical  Officer  /  Durham  County 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer  l  Council. 

Obstetic  Consultants  ] 

OTHERS. 

Sanitary  Inspector  :  JAS.  R.  RIDLEY,  Cert.  R.S.T.,  Lond, 

(whole  time) 

Veterinary  Surgeon  1 

Public  Analyst  Under  Durham  County  Council. 

Health  Visitor  j 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Examinations  of  sputum,  throat  swabs  and  blood,  for  the 
diagnosis  of  tuberculosis,  diphtheria  and  typhoid  fever,  respectively,  as 
well  as  other  investigations  when  considered  necessary,  are  carried  out 
at  the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle,  for  all  practitioners,  at  the 
expense  of  the  County  Council.  During  the  year  69  such  examinations 
were  done  and  the  results  transmitted  to  me. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  households  in  the  area  subscribe 
4/-  per  annum  to  the  Weardale  Ambulance  Association,  whose  motor 
ambulance  is  stationed  at  St.  John  s  Chapel.  This  subscription  entitles 
the  household  to  four  free  motor  journeys  to  or  from  hospital  per 
annum.  The  workers  in  the  limestone  quarries  have,  through  their 
union,  a  separate  arrangement  for  the  services  of  a  motor  ambulance 
from  Tow  Law  for  stretcher  cases,  and  the  payment  of  car  charge  or 
bus  fare  for  less  serious  cases. 

In  the  event  of  any  emergency  through  enemy  action,  the 
motor  ambulances  of  the  Weardale  Ambulance  Association  and  the 
Stanhope  Isolation  Hospital  would  be  available  for  dealing  with 
casualties.  At  Wolsingham  the  County  Council  have  provided  a 
motor  ambulance  for  this  purpose. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  whole  of  the  area  with  the  exception  of  the  sparsely 
populated  neighourhood  of  Hunstan worth  is  provided  with  district 
nurse  midwives,  working  under  local  associations.  These  are  all,  with 
the  exception  of  Stanhope,  whose  nurse  is  not  maternity  trained, 
affiliated  to  and  subsidized  by  the  County  Nursing  Association. 
Maternity  cases  at  Stanhope  have  been  attended  by  the  F roster  ley 
nurse-midwife,  when  her  services  were  desired. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  in  operation  at 
Wolsingham,  Stanhope,  and  St.  John’s  Chapel.  A  \  .D.  Clinic  at 
Durham,  and  a  Tuberculosis  Clinic  at  Bishop  Auckland,  are  available 
for  the  District.  These  are  all  under  County  Council  control. 

HOSPITALS. 

There  is  no  general  hospital  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  the  former  Poor  Law  Institution  at 
.Stanhope  was  opened  out  as  an  “emergency  hospital”  for  chronic  female 
public  assistance  patients,  by  the  County  Council. 

The  sick-bay  for  officially  evacuted  children  at  Harper  ley 
Hall,  was  in  working  order  during  the  year,  but  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  report  there  is  a  probability  of  it  being  transferred  to  Wolsingham 
rectory. 
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SECTION  C 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

These  continued  to  be  generally  satisfactory,  and  no  new 
work  was  undertaken. 

With  a  view  to  augmenting  the  Stanhope  supply,  the  water 
of  a  copious  and  steady  spring  west  of  Keeper’s  Lodge  was  subjected  to 

analysis.  It  was  found  to  be  perfectly  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 

♦ 

A  complaint  about  a  private  supply  at  Hollin  Hall  Farm 
was  investigated.  The  defect  was  found  to  be  due  to  prospecting 
excavations  for  coal,  and  the  tenant  was  advised  to  get  the  matter 
rectified  by  the  owner. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

No  new  work  has  been  done. 

SCAVENGING. 

We  have  now  a  scavenging  scheme  for  every  village,  and 
on  the  whole  it  has  worked  satisfactorily. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Some  27  privies  and  ash-closets  were  converted  to  water- 
closets.  There  are  now  1,158  W.C’s  and  509  privies  and  ash -closets 
in  the  area. 

HOUSE  DISINFECTION. 

This  was  carried  out  in  25  houses. 

SECTION  D 
Housing. 

In  consequence  of  war  conditions  very  little  systematic 
work  in  regard  to  this  has  been  practicable. 

Two  new  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise. 

A  complaint  from  a  tenant  at  Elm  Park  Terrace  was 
investigated.  It  was  found  that  the  owner  had  recently  gone  to 
considerable  expense  in  repairs  to  the  property,  and  that  the  tenant 
was  not  altogether  free  from  fault. 

Some  29 1  visits  were  paid  to  houses.  Remedy  of  defects 
was  carried  out  in  77  instances  without  service  of  formal  notice. 
The  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
numbered  7. 
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SECTION  E 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK. 

Practically  all  our  farmers  are  now  sending  their  milk  in 
bulk  to  the  large  towns,  instead  of  making  butter  and  cheese  as  in 
former  times  This  has  certain  advantages  to  the  producer  in  the  way 
of  officially  controlled  price,  regular  payments,  and  much  less  work. 
But  it  has  also  very  greatly  added  to  the  responsibilities  of  the  producer 
in  regard  to  clean  methods  of  production,  and  this  is  not  always 
properly  realized.  Sample  of  milk  are  daily  being  taken  at  the  large 
towns,  as  it  arrives,  and  if  the  milk  is  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  I  am 
notified  accordingly.  During  the  year  20  such  complaints  came  to  me, 
concerning  milk  from  farms  in  various  parts  of  the  District.  I  visited 
each  place  forthwith,  and  talked  to  those  engaged  in  handling  the  milk, 
pointing  out  to  them  where  possibly  their  methods  had  been  faulty. 
I  also  left  a  printed  card  of  instructions  on  clean  milk  production  at 
each  place.  Our  farmers  have  got  to  understand  that  old-fashioned 
dirty  and  careless  methods  of  handling  milk  can  only  bring  trouble  to 
them  nowadays,  and  if  they  are  going  to  avail  themselves  of  modern 
facilities  for  selling  their  milk  in  bulk,  they  must  see  to  it  that  the  milk 
is  sent  away  absolutely  pure  and  above  reproach.  One  weak  spot  in 
the  present  method  of  collection  and  transport  is  the  temptation  on  the 
part  of  the  lorry  driver  to  fill  up  half-full  churns  from  certain  farms 
with  milk  from  other  farms,  with  the  resulting  uncertainty  as  to  which 
producer’s  milk  may  be  at  fault 

We  paid  156  visits  of  inspection  to  byres  and  dairies. 
Improvements  in  the  way  of  better  lighting  and  ventilation,  concrete 
floors,  roof  and  window  repairs,  have  been  carried  out  at  21  byres. 

I  have  twice  visited  the  bottling  depot  of  the  Stanhope  and 
Weardale  Co-operative  Society,  and  was  satisfied  with  the  general 
cleanliness. 

MEAT  SUPPLIES. 

During  the  war  all  meat  sold  in  the  District  is  slaughtered 

elsewhere. 

BAKERY. 

1  visited  the  bakery  of  the  Stanhope  and  M  eardale  Co-op 
erative  Society  at  Frosterley,  and  was  satisfied  with  the  general 
cleanliness  of  the  place,  and  with  the  personal  cleanliness  of  the 
employees. 


I 
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SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 

GENERAL  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS). 

I  received  92  notifications,  as  follows  : — 


Disease. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  fever 

14 

13 

0 

Diphtheria  ... 

14 

13 

2 

Pneumonia  ... 

6 

0 

4 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

35 

0 

0 

Measles 

16 

*0 

0 

Erysipelas  ... 

3 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Typhoid  fever 

1 

0 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

3 

3 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

T^otsl  •••  ••• 

92 

29 

1 

8 

The  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diptheria  were  in  various 
parts  of  the  area,  and  there  was  no  actual  epidemic.  This  applies 
also  to  the  cases  of  whooping  cough. 


The  cases  of  measles  were  mainly  in  upper  Weardale,  and 
were  the  termination  of  the  1940  epidemic. 

The  three  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  fever  were  all  treated  at 
Walker  Gate  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION. 

In  February,  March  and  April  of  this  year,  I  carried 
through  a  campaign  of  diphtheria  immunization,  at  all  the  schools  in 
the  area,  with  the  exception  of  Stanhope  Barrington  School.  I  visited 
14  schools  twice,  so  that  each  child  could  have  the  second  injection 
which  is  now  considered  necessary.  In  addition,  a  third  session  was 
necessary  at  1 1  of  the  schools,  so  that  children  absent  on  my  first  visit 
could  get  their  second  injection.  The  hamlet  of  Blackhall  was  also 
visited  twice  in  connection  with  this  work,  so  that  5  children  there 
might  be  done. 


In  all,  1,111  children  were  given  their  first  injection,  and 
S69  came  up  to  scratch  for  their  second.  Assuming  the  number  of 
children  in  the  area  between  the  age  1  — 14  to  be  1750  (including 
evacuated  children),  this  means  that  64  per  cent  of  the  children  received 
a  first  injection,  and  50  per  cent  received  the  double  injection.  In 
1937,  when  we  had  our  first  immunization  campaign,  641  children  where 
done  (single  injection),  which  represented  about  40  per  cent  of  the 
child  population.  It  must  be  remembered  that  a  considerable  number 
of  children  who  were  not  immunized  this  year,  did  receive  a  single 
immunizing  injection  in  1937.  We  are  justified  in  saying  that  over 
70  per  cent  of  the  childen  in  the  area  have  been  immunized  to  a  greater 
or  less  degree. 

I  greatly  appreciated  the  very  kind  assistance  I  received  from 
the  teaching  staffs  at  the  various  schools,  when  engaged  in  this  work. 

The  children  attending  the  Stanhope  Barrington  School, 
were  immunized  early  in  1942. 

All  the  boys  at  Stanhope  Castle  Approved  School  receive 
routine  immunization. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


There  were  12  notifications  of  fresh  cases,  all  pulmonary, 
and  there  were  6  deaths,  giving  a  tuberculosis  death-rate  of  6  per  1000 
population. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Res  pi  rat  ory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

!_*• 

0  ‘  . 

| 

1  . 

5  . 

1 

15  . 

1 

1 

25  . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

35  '  . 

2 

1 

1 

45  . 

2 

1 

55  . 

2 

1 

65  and  upward  ... 

_ 

Totals  . . . 

# 

9 

3 

0 

4 

i 

2 

r 

0 

0 

A.R.P.  CASUALTY  SERVICES. 

This  work  has  again  occupied  a  considerable  part  of  my 
time,  but  no  details  are  asked  for  in  this  report. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


